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A CONSE 
RVATION PROGRAM OF EDUCATION AND RECREATION FOR 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS 


WHAT IS THE PEQUOT-SEPOS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY ? 


The Pequot-sepos Wildlife $ 
laws of the stat A dlife anctuary 1s a non-profit organization incorporated under the 
conservation educat Sees se - urpose of promoting a community program of 

of our ae. program inc udes work for the preservation and restorati 
natural resources. raOn 

It is a unique community enterprise in that it 1 

s supported iti- 
zens through memberships and contateiihde pparted SaHiel Pe 


THE PEQUOT-SEPOS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY: 


se of teaching others the ways and values of 
d other natural resources. 


Maintains 125 acres of land for the purpo 
protection and restoration of our birds, wildlife an 


Maintains a trailside museum and a series of nature trails which tell the story of na- 


ture in a most instructive and fascinating manner. 
In cooperation with the schools, girl scouts, boy scouts, community centers and other 
ducation for children. 


youth organizations, promotes a program of conservation 
Conducts a year around program of field trips and activities for members. 
tes a bird-banding station in conjunction with the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service and cooperates with state and local conservation agencics. 
Through personal guidance of the Curator, serves as 4 source of information and 
help on local and national conservation problems. 
Purnishes information relative to the value of conservation to many i 


and organizations through correspondence, the press, and lectures. 
pment program that insures a permane 


ndividuals 


nt and increasing: 


Pursues a long range develo 
ly beneficial service to all local communities. 
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Fall Field Trips to Begin 
On Saturday, Sept. 3 


The response to the Sanctuary spon- 
sored Spring and Fall Saturday morn- 
ing field trips has been most reward- 
ing. The trips have proved quite popu- 
lar and the birding has been up to ex- 
pectations. These off -the-Sanctuary 
trips are designed primarily for birds 
and other forms of wildlife and not for 
the express purpose of visiting unique 
and interesting spots of scenic interest. 
Since these trips are conducted during 
the spring and fall migration periods, 
the bird life can be expected to change 
from week to week. For example, if 
you were to visit Napatree Point every 
Saturday during September and Octo- 
ber you would find that the bird popu- 
lation, as to species and numbers, 
would change continuously. This will, 
it is hoped by your Curator, explain 
the reason for visiting the same place 
more than once during the spring or 
fall. 

Your Curator will welcome any sug- 
gestions for possible field trips in the 
future. An effort is being made to 
conduct these trips to places where the 
birding is known to be good. Undoubt- 
edly, some good areas are being over- 
looked. It is up to you to inform the 
Curator of these other spots, This will 
be your only official notice of the Fall 
field trips, so mark your calendar now. 
An effort will be made to have these 
field trip notices in the Mystic section 
of the New London Day and the Wes- 
terly Sun on the Thursday preceding 
each trip. 

September 3, 7 a.m.—Barn Island 
September 10, 7 a.m.—Napatree Point 
September 17, 7 a.m.—Point Judith 
September 24, 7 a.m.—Napatree Point 
October 1, 7 a.m.—Kimball Sanctuary 
October 8, 7 a.m.—Bluff Point 
October 15, 7 a.m.—Harkness Memorial 
Park 
October 22, 7 a.m.—Napatree Point 
October 29, 7 a.m.—Mystic River 


Saturday, Sept. 3, Barn Island 


The Barn Island trips were very pop- 
ular last fall and spring so it is only 
natural that they should be conducted 
again this fall. Local people can meet 
at the Sanctuary parking lot at 6:45 
a.m. or on the Barn Island road at 7:00 
a.m. Turn off U. S. No. 1 on the Green- 
haven road and take the immediate 
right to Barn Island. Official starting 
point will be at the R.R. crossing on 
this road. 

Saturday, Sept. 10, Napatree Point 

Napatree Point is well known to 
birders and non-birders alike. It is a 
haven for migrating shore birds in 
both spring and fall. The first part of 
September should be about perfect for 
these shore birds. Leave the Sanctuary 
parking lot at 6:30 a.m. or meet at 7:00 
a.m. at the parking lot of the Watch 
Hill Yacht Club. Come prepared to 
walk two or three miles along the 
sandy beach. 

Saturday, Sept. 17, Point Judith 

Point Judith is a favorite birding 
spot for many people from eastern 
Connecticut, as well as for the mem- 
bers of the Rhode Island Audubon 
Society. This trip will be aimed pri- 
marily at shore birds and herons 
and has proven quite productive in 
the past. A number of hawks have 
also been observed on previous trips. 
This will be one of the longest trips 
of the fall series, returning to the 
Sanctuary about noon. Leave the Sanct- 
uary parking lot at 7 a.m. and meet 
along the road on the causeway at 8 
a.m. It will be well to note here that 
your Curator will be driving a pale 
blue Chevrolet station wagon on all of 
these trips. 

Saturday, Sept. 24, Napatree Point 

This is the second of three trips to 
Napatree this fall. The physical ar- 
rangements for this trip will be the 
same as for the trip of September 5. 
Two weeks later should show a mark- 
ed change in shore birds and other mi- 
grants on this area. Your Curator 
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A Statement of Purpose: 
We want this publication to be of the utmost 
service to you—to keep you informed con- 
cerning activities at the Sanctuary and in 
your community; to invite your participation 
in these activities; and to provide you with 
general articles of education and inspiration 
regarding conservation subjects. Won’t you 
drop us a line and tell us what you would 
like to see published? We would appreci- 
ate it. 

William Wylie, Curator 

Tel. Mystic JEfferson 6-9248 


made a number of personal early 
morning trips to Napatree last fall and 
had exceptional luck. Join this trip 
and see for yourself. 


Saturday, Oct. 1, Kimball Sanctuary 
7:00 a.m. 


The Kimball is one of the Rhode Is- 
land Audubon Society Sanctuaries and 
has been a sanctuary for nearly thirty- 
five years. It is located about three 
miles off U. S. No. 1 opposite the 
Charlestown Naval Air Station next to 
Burlingame State park. This trip will 
leave the Pequot-sepos parking lot at 
6:30 a.m. and should arrive at the Kim- 
ball near 7:00 a.m. This area should 
be good for late fall migrants, as well 
as having one of the best developed 
bird feeding stations known to your 
Curator. 


Saturday, Oct. 8, Bluff Point 7:00 a.m. 


The Bluff Point trip proved highly 
successful this spring so is going to be 
held again this fall. A combination of 
land birds, shore birds, and waterfowl 
Should combine to make this one of the 
better trips of the series. Leave the 
Sanctuary parking lot at 6:45 a.m., or 
meet at the Groton Town Hall, Po- 
quonnock Bridge, at 7:00 a.m. Mr. Wal- 


ter J. Moran will again be the leader 
for this trip, 


Fall Tea 


Wouldn’t it be a happy turn of 
events if the annual Fall Tea could 
be held at home? It is most probable. 
As a matter of fact, so sure were the 
Trustees at their August 30 meeting 
that this could be, that they voted to 
do so even though the interior of the 
new building may not be as completely 
finished as we would like it. The date 
is December 9, a Friday; and the 
hours tentatively set as 3:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Mrs. Hugh L. M. Cole is Chair- 
man this year; is dreaming of a log- 
fire in the new fireplace, tea, good fel- 
lowship and a full house. Now you 
wouldn’t miss all that, would you? 
Patronize a purposeful event by set- 
ting aside the date, now. 


Saturday, Oct. 15, Harkness Memorial 
Park 7:00 a.m. 


Harkness Park is a favorite birding 
spot of many of our New London 
members. Trips to the park in the past 
have proved worth while so it has now 
become an annual event. Leave from 
the Sanctuary parking lot at 6:30 a.m. 
or meet at the parking lot at Hark- 
ness at 7:00 a.m. This park is located 
on Great Neck Road, Waterford. 


Saturday, October 22, Napatree Point 
7:00 a.m. 


This is the third and last trip to Nap- 
atree this fall. The same arrange- 
ments hold for this trip as for the first 
trip on September 3. The shore birds 
should be fewer in numbers by this 
time, but definitely different as to spe- 
cies. Some early arriving waterfowl 
should also be observed by this time. 


Saturday, October 29, Mystic River 
7:00 a.m. 


A trip to check the bird life on and 
around the Mystic River at this time 
of year should be interesting. Many 
migrants should be in by now. The trip 
will start from the Sanctuary parking 
lot at 7:00 a.m. and the exact route will 
be planned at that time. Join us here, 
and let‘s get a good count on the river. 
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New Building 


Mystic—A new Trailside Museum at 
the Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary 
is under construction and will look 
like this when it is finished. 

The building is about 30 by 60 feet, 
of wooden construction on a cement 
slab and will have a rough-hewn, wavy- 
edged plank siding to fit into its rustic 
surroundings on the sanctuary 
grounds. 

Designed by Architect William Her- 
mann of the Mystic office of the Louis 
Drakos firm, the museum will be a 
year-round facility heated for winter 
occupancy. 

It will replace the present Trailside 
Museum housed in the old Denison 
barn at the sanctuary entrance. The 
125-acre tract lies on the northeast 
edge of Mystic on the Pequot-Sepos 
Road and Mistuxet Avenue. 

“We plan to use this building heav- 
ily in conjunction with school classes. 
Heated, it will permit us to bring chil- 
dren from schools all over southeast- 
ern Connecticut and nearby Rhode Is- 


land to the sanctuary on a planned 
program throughout the school year. 


In this way the sanctuary will in- 
fluence thousands of school children 
and many adults in the cause for 
conservation,” expounded Curator Wil- 
liam Wylie. 

Garden clubs, scout groups and oth- 
ers will be able to use the museum for 
classes and meetings, he added. 


The cement slab has been laid and 
work is progressing on the side walls 
of the new building. It is located about 
120 feet behind and on one side of the 
present museum building. 


Nature exhibits and the Trading 
Post now located in the barn will be 
moved to the new museum when it is 
ready. 


Wylie is wielding a hammer and saw 
on the project with the assistance of 
a couple of workers and, now and 
then, a volunteer or two. 

—from The New London Evening Day, 
Aug. 3, 1960. 
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Annual Meeting — 1960 


The Annual Meeting, held June 26, 
brought out about fifty members, who 
heard the customary reports in the 
Trailside Museum of the Society. 

Not at all customary, however, were 
several reports on the progress of the 
new Trailside Museum building. Mem- 
bers, from their seats as they conduct- 
ed the business of the day, could al- 
most see through the picture window 
the framework of the new building 
with one gable proudly reaching into 
the trees at the head of the trails. 
They listened, with a natural excite- 
ment, as Ridley Watts, Chairman of 
the Fund Raising Committee, predict- 
ed the final amount necessary would be 
in hand or pledged within a matter of 
weeks. They heard of the rather un- 
usual contribution being made by Au- 
gustus Peterle in lending his skill at 
carpentry and in supervising the en- 
tire construction. Assisting Gus and 
giving full time to the work, is Walter 
Moran of Montville. The members lis- 
tened to Curator William Wylie’s 
hopes and plans for the expanded use- 
fulness of the Sanctuary through this 
new teaching tool. 

Mrs. Malcolm D. MacGregor, closing 
three successful terms as President, 
presided. Minutes of the previous An- 
nual Meeting were read by Mrs. Barry 
Dench, Secretary, and approved by the 
members. Nelson Pickering, presented 
a complete and satisfying Treasurer’s 
report, which appears in full as a part 
of these minutes. The Curator made 
his usual report of activities during 
the past year, found elsewhere in this 
issue, and expressed thanks for the 
helpfulness of many volunteers, par- 
ticularly to the ladies of the local gar- 
den clubs for their work as hostesses. 

Noted, with an expression of our 
deep loss, were the recent deaths of 
Mrs. Eunice Whitney, an original 
Founder and President for two terms, 
and members Mrs. Cottrell Chandler 
and Mrs. Herbert Knox. 

In the absence of Robert Burnett, 
Chairman of the Nominating Commit- 
tee, Mrs. Donald Cottrell presented a 
list of suggested Trustees, Class of 
1965, and two others to fill vacated 
posts; and upon proper motion and 


second the following were unanimous- 
ly elected: 
For five-year terms 

Ridley Watts 

B. MacDonald Steers 

Mrs. W. L. Pryor 

Malcolm D. MacGregor 
For three-year term 

Mrs. Richard Harrington 
For one-year 

Louis J. Darmstadt 

The meeting closed with a talk by 
the Curator on what Conservation 
really means to us all, followed by an 
informal question and answer period. 


Annual Meeting Sidelights 


In his talk on Conservation, Curator 
Wylie said: “The greatest value of any 
small Sanctuary, such as ours, is the 
educational value to the community, 


adults and children alike, and not pri- © 


marily to the wild life itself, as many 
might suppose. 

He also posed this question: This So- 
ciety, he said, is devoted to the pro- 
tection of our wild life, which means 
predators and prey alike. What rights 
has he, as Curator of such a Society, 
to use methods of control over such a 
menace, say, as the muskrat? If the 
muskrats are given free rein, we will 
have no duck pond and eventually no 
ducks. This is true also of the skunk 
and raccoon. Has the Society and its 
Curator the right to correct such local 
imbalances of Nature? Tell us what 
you think. 

a ok 2 

A happy and appropriate ‘‘second” 
to the Curator’s remarks on Conserva- 
tion came from Williams Haynes, one 
of the Society’s past-Presidents and the 
one whose idea it was for the Denison 
Society’s acres to be used in this way. 
As a chemist, he said, he could not get 
excited about the loss of our natural 
resources, such as coal and oil. These 
things can and will be produced syn- 
thetically; but we cannot synthesize a 
chickadee, and if we did not have our 
birds, the insects would quickly eat us 
out of sustenance. Intermixing anec- 
dote and serious thought from his own 
rich experience, he gave a nice stamp 
of approval for all of us to what the 
Society is doing. 


§) 


The Curator’s Third Report 


It hardly seems possible that three 
years have passed since my coming 
to the Pequot-sepos Sanctuary. They 
have certainly been the fastest three 
years of my life; and as my father 
says, this is a sure sign of growing 
older. I might also add that they have 
been a very productive three years 
since we arrived in Mystic, my wife 
and I, without children. We now have 
three little ones — Mark, Gay and 
Apryl. I can say in all sincerity that I 
have never lived in a more friendly 
community. My wife and I are sold on 
the Pequot-sepos, Mystic, and our way 
of life in this area. 

Your Sanctuary has grown—is grow- 
ing now—and should continue to grow 
by leaps and bounds with the comple- 
tion and, eventually, full operational 
use of the new Trailside Museum. For 
me to be on the construction site daily 
and watch this new museum building 
materialize right before my eyes, and 
my hammer, is a thrill almost beyond 
comparison. The building is far from 
completion, but work is progressing 
satisfactorily and the first of the year 
should see the museum nearly finish- 
ed. I would like, at this time, to invite 
all of the Sanctuary members and 
their friends to come to the Sanctuary 
and observe the construction this far 
completed, and to watch in future 
weeks the project materialize. 

Now, what have I been doing for 
the past year? A thirty hour day and 
a ten day week would solve many of 
my problems, as you will see. I made 
personal contact with a large number 
of school groups during the school 
year. In the fall and spring, classes 
from some of the local schools came 
here for field trips; and during the 
winter months, I visited a number of 
schools putting on natural history as- 
sembly programs. 

I have noticed an increased number 
of both boy and girl scouts coming to 
the Sanctuary to pass merit badges 
and other scout requirements. I am the 
Mystic area Scout Nature Badge Coun- 
sellor, aS you may remember. 

During the winter I sponsored an 
Audubon Junior Club composed of 
eight local girls of junior high school 


age. We met for two hours every cther 
Saturday afternoon. The work with 
this Audubon Club was composed 
mostly of field work on birds, trees, 
and other forms of natural history 
found on and off the Sanctuary. One 
trip was made to the Barn Island area 
for water birds and another trip along 
the Mystic River to study ducks and 
gulls in particular. 

I again taught my basic course in 
bird identification in March and April 
with an average attendance in excess 
of twenty people per class. The class 
met in the renovated Carriage Shed, 
which proved much more satisfactory 
than meeting here and there for vari- 
ous lectures. The lectures and _ illus- 
trations seemed to be enjoyed by all 
participants and I hope they got more 
from the class than just entertain- 
ment. 

The approach of spring brought on 
my busy season. There is a lot to do 
on the trails and grounds each spring, 
as well as the job of preparing the 
Trailside Museum for opening in the 
middle of May. Thanks to the energet- 
ic work and enthusiasm of Mrs. Doug- 
las MacGregor and Mrs. Hugh L. M. 
Cole, the Trading Post was complete- 
ly painted and rearranged. It makes a 
much better appearance now. Gone 
forever are the dullness and clutter 
of past years. 

I had two major projects mapped 
out for this spring. The first project 
and part of a long range plan of 
lasting interest, was the planting of 
250 cone bearing trees in the lower 
meadow. This project has been under- 
taken for several reasons. First, it is 
getting more and more difficult to get 
hay cut in this area, and I did not 
want to abandon the field and let it go 
to brush like other fields have in the 
immediate area. Secondly, cone bear- 
ing trees attract an interesting and 
varied array of birds during the winter 
months. It is hoped that in the future 
years when this area has a good as- 
sortment of cone bearing trees, we can 
count on attracting some of these un- 
usual birds: grosbeaks, crossbills, va- 
rious finches, siskins and red-polls. 

This project has barely started with 
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the planting of 250 trees this year, 
however, as it is going to require near- 
ly 2,000 trees to do the area justice. sf 
plan to plant trees each spring until 
the project is completed. 


The second major project was that 
of the incubator hatching of duck eggs 
collected from the Sanctuary mal- 
lards. Mallard ducks are notoriously 
poor parents and the Sanctuary ducks 
failed completely this season to raise 
so much as a single duckling. The 
mallards’ poor nesting habits, coupled 
with the high population of skunks 
and raccoons in this area, make for a 
poor combination in the interest of in- 
creasing the duck population. 


I collected eggs early in the season 
which were laid pell mell along the 
edge of the pond, in the paths, and 
in the adjacent fields. Mallards mate 
and lay eggs early in the spring be- 
fore the vegetation has grown suffici- 
ently for concealing a nest. The first 
batch of eggs hatched successfully; 
but unfortunately, after about seven 
weeks, a raccoon broke into the rear- 
ing pen one night and killed all but 
two of the ducklings. 


The second batch, fourteen birds in 
all, were hatched successfully, pen 
reared both inside and on the pond, 
without incident. They were eventu- 
ally released on the pond at about 
eight weeks of age to join the adults. 
This has just doubled our Sanctuary 
mallard population and is the begin- 
ning of what will become a yearly 
project. 

I hope that in some future year we 
can obtain eggs, through Federal wild 
life channels, from other species of 
ducks and try to establish as nesting 
birds such species as the blue-winged 
teal, pintail and others. 

The Sanctuary- sponsored field trips 
are continuing to be a big success and 
I enjoy them as much, if not more, 
than those people who join me. Just 
to refresh your memory, there is a 
public nature walk every Sunday of 
the year at the Pequot-sepos Sanctu- 
ary. These walks are at 7:00 a.m. right 
now, and through the end of October. 
Beginning the first Sunday in Novem- 
ber, the walks will begin at 2:30 p.m. 
from the new Trailside Museum, Re- 


freshments are served on the after- 
noon walks and many varied natural 
history subjects are studied and dis- 
cussed during the afternoon. 


In addition to the weekly Sunday 
walks, there continues to be the Sat- 
urday field trip to points of current 
interest every week of the four best 
migration bird months—April, May, 
September, October. For the schedule 
and details of these Saturday trips 
consult your latest copy of Pequot 
Trails. These trips are becoming more 
popular but many more people could 
attend, to the mutual benefit of all. I 
can see marked improvement in field 
identifications by those people who 
regularly attend these trips. 


The Trailside Museum, at present, is 
open from May 15 through October 15. 
The attendance last fall and this spring 
has been good, certainly the most 
people in the three years that I have 
been here. Surprisingly enough, sum- 
mers have, in the past, been pretty 
quiet here. People are usually at the 
beach, boating, or away on vacation. 
This year has been the exception. The 
Sanctuary has been humming with 
activity daily this summer. I would 
like to express my deep gratitude to 
the hostesses from the local garden 
clubs, who have relieved me of muse- 
um responsibilities, allowing me _ to 
work on the Sanctuary grounds and 
on construction of the new building. 

All in all it has been a very re- 
warding and active third year at the 
Pequot-sepos Sanctuary. I am looking 
ahead, with great interest and en- 
thusiasm and anticipation, to the many 
happy and profitable years which are 
bound to lie ahead. 

—William L. Wylie 


BEATING THEIR SWORDS INTO 
PLOUGHSHARES. Little did they 
realize when they were on the U.S. S. 
Piedmont fifteen years ago in the South 
Pacific, that in 1960 William L. Wylie 
and Captain M. D. MacGregor would 
be serving together as Curator and 
Treasurer, respectively, of P.S.W.S. 
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Annual Report of the Treasurer, July 1, 1959 to June 26, 1960 


Receipts 
Cash, Washington Trust Co., July 1, 1959 and 1958 
Meniberstip SOUGs (ee tae eee ee ee oe ee 
Special Gite (General Use) ne are ce ie Ls 
Special <iits CNG vessel) ic cg ee ee te 
Trading Post Sales (Inc. Sales Tax) 
TCO CUT CB ie areca sree ee lee tec cate ae em eee tS 
Curator’s Teaching Fee (Half Year) 
Contribution Box 
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Disbursements 
Curator’s Salary (Inc. Blue Cross and Shield) Note 1 
Museum Maintenance 
Le@Ctures | hi Ee a eh a a Ee ae a ee ee ee 
Postage ‘and “Printing 2 Oo ey Bice 
Telephone and Electricity, Note 2 
Tools and Equipment 
Trading Post Supplies 
Taxes and -IMSUranCG.s ci ee as eee ee 
New Year’s Eve Dance 
ean a a ie es eee 
Miscellaneous 
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Assets 
Cash Washington Trust Co. (Building Fund) 
Cash Washington Trust Co. (Operating) 
Savings Account, Groton Savings Bank 
Petty Cash, Trading Post 00 wi ae ee ee 
Trading Post Stock Inventory (at cost) 
Truck: (d@epreeinted) sas ia ae cal eS 
Tools, Mowing Machines, etc. (depreciated) 
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Trading Post 
Sales. July 1; 1959:'to June do, 1960: oe eto 
Stock and Cash on-hand June 15,1960: 2th ee 


Stock and Cash on Hand June 30, 1959 22... 
Purchases ‘to June 2157 1960 sash ee 


Profit before Taxes 
State Sales Tax 


Net Profit 
New Year’s Eve Dance Profit 
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1960 
$ 2,793.29 
3,882.00 
465.00 
2,987.00 
1,692.91 
360.58 
750.00 
74.65 
1,955.00 
1,058.92 
64.20 


$19,084.07 


$ 3,930.81 
402.88 
150.00 
159.17 

50.03 
1,273.69 
1,299.65 

188.02 
921.58 
239.85 
147.76 


$ 9,363.44 
9,720.63 


$ 5,987.52 
3,733.11 
872.36 
57.67 
979.30 
250.00 
225.00 


$11,700.96 


$ 1,692.91 
632.97 


$ 2,325.88 
585.61 
1,299.65 

$ 1,885.26 


$ 1,023.42 


1959 
$ 1,493.54 
3,905.00 
852.00 


1,773.26 
121.31 
750.00 


1,824.00 
371.09 
31.10 


$11,772.48 


$ 4,345.59 
426.18 
27.60 
444.29 
146.37 
320.03 
1,133.92 
258.20 
769.27 


156.56 


2,793.29 
771.40 
20.90 
034.71 
226.00 


$ 4,376.30 


$ 2,325.88 


$ 1,885.26 


440.62 
28.00 


$ 412.62 
$ 1,054.73 


Note 1: Withholding Tax, Soc. Sec., Blue Cross and Shield, not included. 


The President Speaks 


A new president has been elected 
and it is barely possible that some 
of the members might wish to know a 
little about him. There is not much to 
tell. The footsteps of his predecessor, 
who has done a brilliant job over 
several terms of office, will be difficult 
to follow. 

Almost as far back as memory 80€s, 
interest in wildlife has existed. Since 
a small boy is largely stomach, much 
of this early interest was from the 
standpoint of edibility. But as knowl- 
edge and understanding of wild things 
increased, so did the predatory instinct 
subside, and a degree of civilization de- 
scended upon the little savage. 


With the mastering of the covey call, 
whereby quail literally ran over one’s 
feet as he sat motionless against a 
tree or corn shock, these delightful lit- 
tle citizens were removed from the 
category of prey to that of friends. 
Various pets continued the process and 
the interest in wild things, which al- 
ways had existed, intensified. It be- 
came a great deal more pleasant to 
see and to learn than to kill, even 
though the latter had established the 
first contacts. There was the wild tur- 
key and her brood over in the rugged 
section along the bluffs, the pet rac- 
coon with its dainty, inquiring hands 
which explored one’s pockets for in- 
teresting things. There was Fuzz, the 
squirrel, and many others, including 
the snake which went to school in a 
pocket and caused consternation when 
it escaped. 


Later, life in New York City, over 
thirty years of it, changed the condi- 
tions, but not the interest. There was 
the duck hawk that established itself 
at the Telephone Building and dropped 
its refuse down onto the parapet out- 
side the window. There were the 
haunting calls of migrating geese echo- 
ing down the man-made canyons. 
Walks in Van Cortlandt Park, just at 
sun-up, before the park was “im- 
proved” and the swamp filled, brought 
rewarding experiences, There was the 
nest of the wood duck, the fox’s earth 
where, if one were most careful, the 
vixen and her cubs could be watched. 


There was the woodchuck den with its 
portly inhabitant and even the odd 
deer. to be seen on rare occasions. 
John Kieran has written charmingly 
of this area. But then came the road 
builders. the picnic grounds and other 
adjuncts of civilization and the old 
swamp was changed—for the better, 
undoubtedly. However, it is cheering 
to know that a few of the more rugged 
inhabitants still cling to what is left. 


Upon retirement and removal to 
Stonington, and as a result of attend- 
ance of a series of bird identification 
talks by the Curator, application was 
made for membership in the Sanctu- 
ary. The various rambles over new 
territory have been a delight. When 
the President suggested membership 
on the Board of Trustees, such more 
intimate association with the Sanctu- 
ary’s operation was most welcome. 
The Presidency is an unexpected cul- 
mination. 


Our new museum and lecture hall, 
now under construction, will, we hope, 
be completed in time for use this com- 
ing winter. It is a very great pleasure 
herewith to thank those who have giv- 
en so generously, both financially and 
of their time, to this project which 
should greatly enhance the value of 
the Sanctuary to the community. 


Nature Unseen 


Your Sanctuary, through your Cura- 
tor, does a year-around job of educa- 
tion with children. Of particular inter- 
est, in early August, was a nature walk 
at Harkness Camp with nineteen chil- 
dren from the School for the Blind in 
Hartford. 


Denied the sense of sight and the 
other perceptions intensified, the nine- 
teen learned much. A crab, claws prop- 
erly secured, was passed around and 
felt. The nature of kelp was perceived 
through the sense of touch and it made 
particular sense, to mind as well as 
palate, to hear that it is used in the 
manufacture of ice cream. Birds were 
identified by their calls. 


There was one counsellor for each 
three children. 


Hawk Migration 
Field Trip Planned 


(The hawk migration trip to Mount 
Tom last September proved so com- 
pletely successful and rewarding that 
it is going to be repeated again this 
fall under the same arrangements. 
Curator) 


The observation of migrating hawks 
in the fall of the year is one of the 
more interesting facets of bird watch- 
ing. Hawks are not commonly ob- 
served in day to day birding by the 
average person, so that learning to 
identify the various species is quite 
difficult. Many above-average birders 
are almost at a complete loss when it 
comes to the birds of prey. 


There are many places in eastern 
North America where it is not uncom- 
mon to be able to observe several 
thousand hawks in a single day. Of 
course, the weather conditions must be 
absolutely perfect to get a flight of 
this magnitude. Your Curator has talk- 
ecl at length with some of the more ac- 
tive members of the Sanctuary and 
plans have been formulated for a hawk 
trip this September. Plans to visit 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Pennsyl- 
vania were discussed, but the uncer- 
tainty of foretelling in advance the 
weather conditions, the right time for 
the good flights, and the distance in- 
volved, have ruled Hawk Mountain out 
for this year. Instead, a more flexible 
plan has been agreed upon. 


Mount Tom, near Northampton, 
Mass., has good flights of hawks in 
September, and it is only about three 
hours driving time from the Sanctu- 
ary. Again, we run into the same dif- 
ficulty of trying to call our shots in ad- 
vance as to when to make the trip. So, 
we are not going to try to plan the 
trip in advance. Instead, your Curator 
is asking all persons interested in mak- 
ing a trip to Mt. Tom during the first 
three weeks in September, to contact 
him by telephone; (JE fferson 6-9248). 
These names and phone numbers will 
be recorded and the interested parties 
will be notified by phone the day be- 
fore the trip is to be made. 


This is the way the system should, 


theoretically, work. The Arcadia Wild- 
life Sanctuary is at the base of Mt. 
Tom. Ed Mason, Curator at the Ar- 
cadia, has been there for some twenty 
plus years and knows about as much 
as anyone in the area about these 
hawk flights. It is hoped that Ed will 
be able to call the day for us. When 
the wind and other conditions look 
right for the following day, Ed will 
give your Curator a call. Your Curator 
will, in turn, call all those persons 
who have expressed their interest, and 
the trip will leave from the Sanctuary 
parking lot at 6:00 the next morning. 

These arrangements will not be suit- 
able for all interested persons. This 
has been taken into account, and it is 
still felt that this is the best possible 
plan. It is possible that more than 
one trip will be made. 

A person, even an experienced per- 
son like Ed Mason, cannot be expected 
to be absolutely correct in his predic- 
tion. If we make the trip to Mt. Tom 
and the flight does not materialize, the 
day will be spent birding at the Arca- 
dia Sanctuary and along the Connect- 
icut River. It is suggested that all per- 
sons taking this trip bring a box 
lunch and beverage. 

Again, if you are interested in a 
hawk migration trip, please contact 
your Curator. He can’t call you if you 
don’t call him! 


* * % 


LOW BIDDER. Gus Peterle is exer- 
cising his knowledge of carpentry by 
working on the new Museum building, 
assisted by Walter Moran and Bill Wy- 
lie, our Curator. For any Curator the 
actual construction of a new building 
is certainly extra-curricular. Mr. Mo- 
ran is being paid at the same wage 
scale as Gus . . . Nothing. 


* * * 


The purple finch’s misnomer (he is 
more pink than purple), comes from 
the fact that our forebears could not 
produce royal purple from the herbs 
and plants at hand. The nearest they 
could come to producing this dye was 
the pink or raspberry color, called Co- 
lonial purple, seen on the “purple” 
finch. 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


Tame, friendly, curious, he is the ac- 
robat of birdland. To find what he 
wants to eat he is so determined to get 
every small insect or egg hidden in 
crevices of twigs or bark that he will 
hang upside down, make peculiar Mma- 
neuvers and put himself into all kinds 
of positions. He can cling with ease to 
a perpendicular limb or tree trunk, but 
you will notice his position is usually 
at an angle in consequence of his not 
having either feet or tail adapted to 
climbing. In winter he is the small boy 
of the woods. Like his companions, the 
nuthatches and kinglets, he seems ac- 
tually to enjoy a snowstorm. In the 
bitterest weather he frisks from tree 
to tree, happy and care-free, immoder- 
ate in language and actions. 

This is the chickadee, familiar to al- 
most everybody because he will come 
within a few feet of the observer. All 
he needs is a feeding shelf to be drawn 
into your circle, and often becomes 
tame enough to take a morsel from 
your outstretched hand. 


The chickadee’s diminutive size, his 
neat and compact appearance, his black 
cap and throat, white cheeks and ashy 
upper parts make him easily identified 
and remembered. His lady prefers to 
nest in a hole in a post, in a deserted 
woodpecker hole or will excavate a hol- 
low in a rotten stump or decaying tree, 
usually within fifteen feet of the 
ground. She lays six to eight eggs, 
white with small brown dots, in a nest 
of leaves, moss and grasses, snugiy 
lined with hair, fur and feathers. In- 
cubation period is about twelve days 
and occurs as early as the end of May. 
The young birds are flying by early or 
mid-July. 

This bird feeds mainly upon insects 
and insect eggs; likes spiders, beetles, 
caterpillars and plant lice, but also 
takes many kinds of seeds, berries and 
wild fruits. Happily for most of us he 
likes the eggs of the tent caterpillar 
moth. Happily for the farmer he likes 
the snout beetle, or weevil, a real pest 
to the fruit grower. He is fond of fat 
in the winter and will come readily to 


suet placed on feeding shelves or in 
trees. 


To the sea-minded, it is interesting 
to know that the latin name for the 
Newfoundland black-capped chickadee 
is Parus atricapillus bartletti, for the 
famed Arctic explorer and Newfound- 
lander, the late Captain R. A. Bartlett. 
But the common or Eastern chickadee 
is named by Linnaeus—Penthestes atri- 
capillus atricapillus. 

This bird is one of Nature’s friend- 
liest, but don’t get too familiar by 
peering into her nest too often She 
may lose patience and spit at you! This 
trick, on such occasions, is to draw in 
her breath until her body perceptibly 
swells, then a quick, explosive sound, 
like escaping steam, takes you so by 
surprise that you involuntarily close 
your eyes and jerk your head away. 

Naturalist John Buroughs says that 
“the chickadee has a voice full of un- 
speakable tenderness and fidelity.”’ The 
bird’s common name comes from its 
voice, but we usually hear it abbrevi- 
ated to “dee, dee, dee.” But this sweet 
und pleasing greeting is varied some- 
times to a whistled call—two notes in 
spring, three notes either spring or 
fall. Most persons are unaware of this 
virtuosity, it is so seldom heard. 


If you are really old, like your Editor, 
and can hark back to the twenties, you 
may remember the popular Hawaiian 
love song “Yakahula.” The phrase we bias 
coming back to you” from that song is 
even more familiar than its title. Well 

. sing the final three words of the 
phrase and you have the chickadee’s 
other call. 


Beetles 


At Annual Meeting, Mrs. Genevieve 
Mulford (and we) learned that some 
atavism compels the starling and Eng- 
lish sparrow (both imported birds- 
to eat the Japanese beetle. The only 
reason other birds do not do 
us similar service is that through the 
centuries this has not been their na- 
tive food. Given time (and there are 
indications that it is happening now) 
they will develop a taste for the beetle 
also, and this yearly menace to gar- 
dens and trees and the natural habitat 
of our birds will be lessened, if not 
eliminated. 


a 


Officers and the 
Board of Trustees 
Officers 1960-61 


President 
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Vice President 
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Secretary 
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Treasurer 


Class of 1961 
Mr. Louis J. Darmstadt, 403 Washington St., Norwich 
Mr. Nelson W. Pickering, R.F.D., Westerly 
Mr. Robert S. Jones, Clarks Falls, North Stonington 
Mr. George A. Ford, Jr., Prospect Hill Ave., Noank 


Class of 1962 
Mrs. Donald Cottrell, North Road, Stonington 
Mr. Belton Copp, Old Lyme, Conn. 
Mr. Paul Waldron, Jupiter Point Road, Groton 
Mr. Hayward Gatch, Jerry Brown Road, Mystic 


Class of 1963 
Mrs. Richard Harrington, 110 Noank Road, Mystic 
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Class of 1964 
Mrs. 


. Barry Dench, 715 Ocean Ave., New London 
.C. V. Moore, East Ave., Westerly 
. Will D. Wright, 186 Water St., Stonington 


Agustas Peterle, Jr., 91 Elm St., Stonington 


Mrs. Robert Anderson, Noank i 
Mrs. Hugh L. M. Cole, Masons Island, Mystic | 
Mr. Wilson D. I. Domer, 23 Elm St., Stonington | 


Class of 1965 
Mr. Ridley Watts, Box 327, Stonington 
Mr. B. MacDonald Steers, Bella Vista, Stonington 
Mrs. W. L. Pryor, Mason’s Island, Mystic 
Mr. M. D. MacGregor, Wamphassuc Point, Stonington 


IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. Henry (Eunice) Whitney 

Founder and Trustee; President 
for two years. Even after serving as 
President she never lost her inter- 
est in the work of the Society, was 
almost invariably present at Annual 
meetings, and a frequent visitor and 
volunteer. 


Mrs. Cottrell Chandler 

One-time member of the Board of 
Trustees, and loyal member through 
the years. 

Appreciated have been the many 
contributions received from friends 
in memory of the former Mrs. Her- 
bert Knox, long-time member and 
friend of the Sanctuary. 
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The future of your Sanctuary de- 
pends on you. For the future of Amer- 
ica its dedication and service to Con- 
servation becomes more important 
With each passing year; must continue 


after you are gone. Your present con- 
tribution can achieve a kind of immor- 
tality for it and you if you will re- 
member us in your will. Make yours a 
more than passing interest. 


AU A I Spel e MCT 
TRADING POST 


THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS, AT PRESENT, OF INCREAS. ® 
ING YOUR SANCTUARY INCOME. ONE IS THROUGH AD. 
DITIONAL MEMBERSHIPS, AND THE OTHER IS THROUGH 
TRADING POST SALES. SUPPORT YOUR SANCTUARY BY 
PATRONIZING THE TRADING POST. 
| 
TRADING POST HOURS 
Tuesday through RUA i 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p-m. 
| SRMGOY ce ers es Ee 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
| CLOSED MONDAY 
| stationery. ard: Note rapere 5 Onl ere aie ea ae $1.00 
| Golden Nature Guidea!i3 2015 i Sole Wit Sh aliyy oC 9: 1.00 
| Ubildven’a) Games) gS os ah ot) 2 a ein i mat a a 1.00 
Carved Animals) (030 0) iin: | eiteey toed $ .20 to 3.50 4 
Audubon China: 
COG) roa nuns Uae ieee a, eee se he 1.00 
manera LL ener rey ae ee A 1.00 
Salad *PRates Sic gee CUE h eC inaWy Power onto 1.00 
Dinner Plates 8” (Round or Delmarva i 2.00 
Digner Plates 2067 ee oO Rey bah a, Mi a 
PERO FO a ae ee en eae out a 2.00 
: 


Sunflower Seed 


Wild Bird Mix 
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Bird Feeders 


PLUS ASSORTED ITEMS 


| 


YOU AND MEMBERSHIP IN THE PEQUOT-SEPOS 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 


Members, now totaling over 600, reside in eighteen states and the District of Columbia. 


Membership is open to everyone. The present membership includes both amateurs 
and professionals in natural history subjects and many who recognize the Sanctuary's 
educational influence in community life. 

Four members are elected to the Board of Trustees annually to serve for terms of 
five years each. The Officers of the Sanctuary are elected annually by the Board of 
Trustees. 


BECOME A MEMBER OR GIVE NOW! On the bottom of this page you will find a 
form for your membership application or contribution, All memberships include a sub- 
scription to our quarterly bul etin, Pequot Trails, and have the privilege of participation 
in all scheduled events. 


TAKE AN ACTIVE PART! Opportunities will be offered for participation in field 
trips, Sanctuary visits, committee work and many other activities. 


HERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY to affiliate now with an Organization actively engaged in 
the promotion of a worthy community program of conservation education and recreation. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


The Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary 
Mystic, Connecticut Date 
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Please enroll me as a member of the Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary for the year ending 


ps T enclose payment for the class of membership checked below. 
(- ) Regular: $5.00 annually ( ) Organization: $10.00 annually 
( ) Patron: $50.00 annually ( ) Sustaining: $25.00 annually 


Cy Contributing: $10.00 annually ( ) Life: $100.00 


Corporation or Industrial Annual Contribution ¢ 
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Signed Mo 
CPLEASE SIGNIFY WHETHER MR., MRS., on piel! of cee 


Permanent Mailing Address Prices) 


Ple . 
ase make checks payable to “PS.Ww.s + Inc.” and mail to The Pequot-sepos Wildlife 
Sanctuary, M ystic, Connecticut 


Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. 


Mystic, Connecticut 


Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
Connecticut College Library 
New London 

Connecticut 
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